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The Active Shakespeare: Capturing evidence of learning materials provide teachers with 
a way of building assessment into their ongoing teaching of Shakespeare that supports 
the periodic assessment of reading. The supporting exemplification materials give 
examples of evidence generated by pupils working at different levels and can be used as 
a resource and reference point for teachers. Each set of exemplification includes: 
 examples of the pupil’s classroom work drawing on the synoptic task and the 
reflection log  
 commentary on the evidence at assessment focus (AF) level which contributes to a 
judgement on the pupil's overall reading level  
 teacher observations contributing to the assessment judgement  
 an assessment summary outlining the overall evidence that could contribute to a 
periodic reading judgement for the different AFs.  
These Active Shakespeare materials provide a useful and varied range of written 
and oral evidence that will contribute towards a periodic review of pupils' progress 
in reading using the Assessing Pupils' Progress (APP) guidelines. Because the 
material relates to a single text and helps to generate evidence for selected 
assessment focuses only, it does not provide sufficient evidence on its own to 
make an overall judgement of a pupil's reading level.  
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STAGE 1 
 Resource 1: Class version of The Tempest 
 
 
The effect 
on the 
reader 
clearly 
identified, 
with some 
explicit 
explanation 
as to how 
that effect is 
created 
AF6 L6 b3 
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  Synoptic task: Interpretation of Caliban or Ariel 
 
 
  
Responses 
begin to 
develop some 
analytic or 
evaluative 
comment on the 
writer’s purpose 
AF6 L7 b1 
 
Response to 
overall effect of 
the text shows 
clear 
understanding 
and critical 
evaluation of 
writer’s purpose 
and viewpoints 
and how these 
are articulated 
throughout the 
text 
AF6 L8 
 
Clear 
appreciation and 
understanding of 
how text 
structure and 
language uses 
support the 
writer’s purpose 
and contribute to 
meaning 
AF5 L8 
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Synoptic task: Interpretation of Caliban or Ariel (continued) 
 
 
Responses 
begin to develop 
an appreciation 
of how particular 
techniques and 
devices achieve 
the effects they 
do 
AF6 L7 b3 
 
Some 
appreciation 
of how the 
writer’s use of 
language 
contributes to 
the overall 
effect on the 
reader 
AF5 L7 b2 
 
Some 
evaluation of 
the extent to 
which 
structural 
choices 
support the 
writer’s theme 
or purpose 
AF4 L7 b1 
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Teacher observations 
During the course of the activities the teacher noted that the pupil actively engaged in all 
the discussion and thrived on the practical work. He was able to make original and 
thought-provoking comments during the 9 point performance plan exercises. Within his 
group after each activity, the pupil was able to analyse the activity and apply discoveries 
to identify and explain clearly his understanding of the complexity of Caliban’s character. 
While working independently in his reflection log, the pupil was able to locate key words 
from the text precisely and appreciate how language choices contributed to the overall 
effect and impact on the audience. The evidence in the reflection log shows a clear 
progression from mainly level 6 evidence at the beginning to level 7 and in some cases 
level 8 by the end of the activities.  
Assessment summary 
AF4 There is limited evidence of AF4 in the pupil’s reflection log. However, during whole 
class discussions he was able to demonstrate excellent analysis of the lines and how they 
portray Caliban’s character and his journey through the course of the play.  
AF5 There is very good evidence for AF5 at level 7 with elements of level 8 in the 
synoptic task. Comments are precise, clear and analytical. They reveal how language can 
be used to affect meaning and infer emotion throughout the play. The pupil’s excellent 
emotional awareness enables him to empathise with Caliban and achieve a deeper 
understanding of how an audience would react to Caliban at different moments in the 
play. 
AF6 There is substantial evidence for AF6 at level 7 with elements of level 8. The pupil 
was able to identify and trace the writer’s purpose and comment on how other characters 
view Caliban throughout the play. He also observed how Caliban’s interactions with the 
other characters affect the direction of the play and achieve a specific effect or outcome. 
The synoptic task demonstrates how the practical experience enabled the pupil to 
understand how the words would impact on the audience and how Caliban’s complex 
character linked to the central themes in the play. 
In addition to the AFs above targeted specifically in these materials, there is also 
evidence for AF3 which provides evidence towards a secure level 7 with elements of level 
8 reading judgement. The pupil’s reflection log and comments made in class demonstrate 
a solid progression and rich understanding of the main themes explored in the play.   
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